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Lesson Plan 1

Social Studies
High School 9-12
Objective:  Students will be able to vote and post comments on the accuracy of potential sources.  

Activity:

Students will receive a link to a website that could be used for a source in a research project on the Holocaust.  As a controversial topic, the reliability of sources is important.  Since student will have previously learned the criteria for evaluating sources (Content, Authorship, Publisher, Timeliness, etc.), students will use the criteria to view the website.  Through Poll Everywhere, students will vote on the question “Is the website reliable?” Students will vote “Yes” if reliable, “No” if not reliable.  Students will be able to post comments about their choices, making specific reference to the portions of the evaluation criteria the source does and does not meet based.  During the next class,  students can discuss the poll results using their comments as proof for their selection,
Standards:

NYSLS:  
Standard 3: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and 

evaluation.

As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information, 
and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As 
speakers and writers, they will present, in oral and written language and from a 
variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, 
information and issues.

AASL: 
1.1.9 Collaborate with others to broaden and deepen understanding.

1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 
         and appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context.

1.4.3 Monitor gathered information, and assess for gaps or weaknesses.
ISTE: 
2.  Communication and Collaboration 

b. communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats.

3. Research and Information Fluency 
b. locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.

c. evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks.

Conclusion:  Poll Everywhere will provide a way for students to collaboratively evaluate online sources, such as websites, for their reliability for a research project.  Since an online, real-time poll allows students to vote for whether a source is a reliable, students will be able to quickly assess how their peers feel, which allows students to see divergent thoughts.  Furthermore, the technology also allows for students to post comments about their vote.  This allows students to validate their vote with proof, a part of good analysis.  After viewing the results of the poll, as well as the comments, students can then debate in class whether or not the source should be used.  Possible debates could be centered on the type of assignment for which a resource is necessary.  For example, a scholarly research paper may not include an article from the Vogue website, but a Health report on body image may be enhanced by the source. This type of debate 
could eventually lead to a student created pathfinder of sources on topics.    

Lesson 2

English Language Arts

Elementary 2-4
Objective:  Students will be able to make predictions about the end of a story being read in class.

Activity:  Students participating in a read aloud of Charlotte’s Web, will vote on potential endings for the story.  After the reading for the day, students will be asked to predict potential endings for the story.  The top three endings determined in class will be posted to a poll on Poll Everywhere.  Students will vote on the endings.  The results will be viewed in class the next day.  Students will have to debate their chosen outcomes using events of the text as proof.

Standards:  
NYSLS: 
Standard 1: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and 

understanding.
As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas, discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

AASL:
4.1.3 Respond to literature and creative expressions of ideas in various formats and 
         genres.

4.1.7 Use social networks and information tools to gather and share information.

4.3.1 Participate in the social exchange of ideas, both electronically and in person.
ISTE:

4. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
c. collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions.

Conclusion:  

Young readers need to be able to take information from a story and make predictions on what will happen in the story. Using Poll Everywhere, students will be able to vote on what might happen in the book.  This technology will allow students to take a risk, but in a controlled environment.  They will also be able to see their opinions validated by their peers.  After voting, students can discuss the proof behind these predictions, which shows comprehension and understanding and is a good place for young people to start learning how to analyze information.  
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